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Provides UGX 6.8 Billion to Boost Uganda’s Private Sector

The Italian government has announced financial
support amounting to 6.8 billion Ugandan shillings
to strengthen private sector growth in Uganda. The
initiative is part of a development partnership aimed
at empowering local entrepreneurs and fostering
economic innovation.

The contribution is part of an economic cooperation
program between the two countries focused on
financing small and medium-sized enterprises,
creating jobs, and improving the business environment
in Uganda. The funds are expected to support

entrepreneurial initiatives, skills development, and
access to finance.

Officials from both sides said the move reflects Italy’s
commitment to supporting sustainable development in
Africa and deepening bilateral relations with Uganda.
They noted that special emphasis will be placed on key
sectors such as agriculture, manufacturing, and digital
services.The initiative comes at a time when Uganda
is seeking to revitalize its domestic economy and
strengthen the role of the private sector as a primary
driver of growth and employment.



taken on a journey from bean to cup. Large-format
graphics showcase Uganda’s coffee landscapes - from
the volcanic slopes of Mt. Elgon to the fertile Rwenzori
Mountains. Interactive tasting sessions introduce
Japan’s consumers to Uganda’s diverse profiles: sweet,
winey Arabicas and bold, chocolate-toned Robustas.
An 80-minute seminar series organized by MAAIF
together with the Embassy of Uganda in Japan featured
live tastings, brewing demonstrations, and discussions
on sustainability and climate-smart farming. Farmers’
stories are woven into the narrative, underscoring
how Uganda’s coffee supports rural livelihoods while
meeting the highest global standards.“The story of
Uganda’s coffee is not just about exports, it is about
transformation,” Gordon Katwirenabo, Assistant
Commissioner for Quality Assurance and Value
Addition noted. “From smallholder farmers to

world-class exporters, Uganda is proving that quality,
sustainability, and scale can go hand in hand”A Sector
on the RiseUganda’s coffee renaissance is being driven
by both market dynamics and deliberate investment.

Improved agronomy, farmer training, and climate-
smart practices have expanded production, while
the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and
Fisheries’ emphasis on traceability and quality control
has won confidence in Europe, the Middle East, and
now Asia.Uganda’s pavilion is not only an exhibition
space, but also a deal-making hub. Dedicated meeting
areas allow exporters and Japanese buyers to negotiate
partnerships on site, supported by the Ministry and the
Tokyo based Ugandan mission’s trade facilitation. The
exporters that were in attendance include; Mountain
Harvest, Bugisu Cooperative Union(BCU), Just Know
your Coffee Cup (JKCC), Gorilla Highlands Coftee
and Crystal Coffee and expect that introductions made
in Tokyo will translate into new contracts, stronger
branding, and wider consumer recognition in Japan
and beyond.“Uganda’s appearance at SCAJ 2025 is
about telling the world that our coffee is world-class,
sustainable, and ready for every market,” Katwirenabo
concluded. “Our exports are at record highs - and this
is just the beginning.
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Makes Coffee Breakthrough in JapanThe Independent

Uganda has made a powerful statement at Asia’s biggest
coffee gathering, the SCAJ World Specialty Coffee
Conference & Exhibition in Japan, positioning itself as
one of the world’s fastest-rising coffee exporters and a
reliable source of both Arabica and Robusta beans. The
appearance comes at a time of historic performance for
Uganda’s coffee sector. Latest figures from the Ministry
of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries show
that the country exported 7.93 million 60-kg bags in
the twelve months to August 2025, valued at US$ 2.24
billion - a 58.7% increase in value compared to the
previous year. Coffee is now Uganda’s largest export, a
backbone for rural livelihoods, and the country’s most
visible global brand.At SCAJ 2025, hosted at Tokyo
Big Sight and expected to draw over 75,000 visitors,
Uganda is exhibiting under the banner “UGANDA -
THE PEARL OF AFRICA”. The pavilion, designed by
MAAIF in conjunction with the Embassy of Uganda
in Japan, highlights Uganda’s unique coffee heritage,
sustainability practices, and premium flavor profiles.
Visitors are participating in guided cuppings, live
brewing demonstrations, and sustainability talks
designed to connect Japan’s coffee community with
Uganda’s farmers and exporters.“Japan values quality,
traceability, sustainability and authenticity. Uganda

delivers all four - and with volumes that can sustain
long-term partnerships,” said Tophace Kaahwa,
Uganda’s Ambassador to Japan at the opening
ceremony.According to officials, Japan, a market
known for its discerning consumers, is already a buyer
of Ugandan coffee. By hosting an official pavilion
at the country’s largest specialty coffee showcase,
Government of Uganda through the Ministry of
Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries is signaling
its determination to grow Uganda’s share in one of the
world’s most demanding markets.Record-Breaking
ExportsIn August 2025 alone, Uganda exported
855,441 bags of coffee worth US$ 202.75 million.
Arabica exports rose nearly 64% in value compared to
the same month last year, with premium lots such as
Mt. Elgon A+ achieving US$ 9.42 per kilogram.Over
the past year, Uganda’s export growth has outpaced
many competitors placing at the helm of Africa’s
Coffee exports. Robustas, which form the backbone of
Uganda’s production, grew strongly in volume, while
Arabicas surged in value as new regions delivered
high-quality beans for international buyers. Europe
remains the largest destination, but the Ministry sees
Asia - led by Japan - as the next frontier for specialty
growth.Inside the Uganda pavilion, visitors are being
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Management Authority (NEMA) stressed that
formalisation must be accompanied by training for
miners on environmental management, on-site
monitoring, and  stricter  occupational-health
standards. “Miners don't always understand the
impacts of their activities,” she said.Andrew
Byaruhanga, the Executive Director of Resource
Rights Africa, a local non-profit operating in the
Karamoja region of northeastern Uganda, said
Karamoja’s limestone and marble operations illustrate
a grim outcome: landowners become destitute on
their own land when employment, contracts and
corporate social responsibility fail to materialise. He
said, for resource wealth to translate into development,
affected communities must be genuine partners. He
said there must be transparent benefit-sharing,
resettlement plans when needed, and robust grievance
settling mechanisms.Institutions, Coordination and
the Regional DimensionThe experts listed cross-
cutting issues that require attention including gender
and marginalised groups dynamics; fragmentation
and silos among concerned ministries, agencies, and
departments; and regional harmonisation. Women
and marginalised groups face barriers t o
benefiting from the value
created in the mineral
sector; including in
acquiring mining
licenses, get
finance, J
training, and P
compensation.
To curb
fragmentation
among
concerned
ministries,
NEMA, URA,
local governments
and enforcement
agencies, the experts recommended better
coordination. It was noted that the Africa
Minerals Development Centre (AMDC) can
support harmonised standards, pooled expertise
and regional value chains.Mkhululi Ncube, a
Programme Officer at the AMDC, urged
Uganda to ratify the AMDC statutes so the
centre can operate at full capacity and help
countries translate continental visions into
national practice. A functional regional
architecture, combined with business councils and
sectoral partnerships, could help Uganda build
integrated processing hubs rather than remain a
source of raw exports, he said. The current ratified

L3

member states are Guinea, Mali, Nigeria and Zambia.
Ncube said the first 15 member states to ratify the
AMDC will be its founding members.National Mining
Company CriticalHope Kyarisiima, the Country
Coordinator, AC-EU  Development Minerals
Programme at the UNDP office in Uganda, argued for
innovation across the sector. She said digital licences,
traceability systems for minerals, Al-driven data
analysis, and digital tax administration could reduce
leakage, boost transparency and attract better-quality
investment.She said: “The policy implication is
straightforward: invest in digital infrastructure, train
government and community users, and open geodata
while protecting sensitive information” Uganda’s
national mining company - newly operationalised -
could playarole in consolidating data-driven strategies
for local beneficiation.Theophilus Adoko, the Policy
Development Officer at the AMDC, prescribed a
recipe to ensure that the continent’s mining sector
doesn’t become so much of an enclave sector. “There is
need to draw linkages to other sectors of the economy
to make sure that the continent grows economically,
value is retained on the continent and all the goodies
that come with optimising our mineral resources”“One
of the key requirements to drive realisation of the
African mining vision is the assessments that we are
rolling out,” Adoko said. He said
governance is a key component
because governance reforms is a key
requirement to have attractive
investment into the sector. “A lot
of investors are very particular
aboutit,” he said, “For instance,
certainty of your regulations,
that you don’t just
get up and
c h ange
regulations; they
want to be assured
that their
investments are
safe”“That is the reason
why we are rolling out these
governance
assessments, to first
identify what the
issues are, the big
mining issues are,
and how we can work
together to address these
issues and then position the
mining sector such that we are able to
depend on it to industrialise.”
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another cycle of missed opportunities.As Dr.
Nakanwagi put it during her presentation of the
findings: “The AMV is about ensuring Africa’s vast
mineral wealth drives broad-based, inclusive and
sustainable socio-economic development”She said
Uganda’s assessment used the AMV’s six governance
pillars as the measurement frame. And the numbers
told a nuanced story. Uganda scored 67% for legal and
institutional frameworks, 70% for geological and
mineral information — its strongest area — 61% for
fiscal and revenue management, 50% for linkages and
diversification, 47% for artisanal and small-scale
mining (ASM) governance (the weakest), and 59% for
environmental and social safeguards. Those averages
are not just percentages; they are a mirror of where
policy, institutions, and practice are helping or
hindering the country’s development goals.Where
Uganda Does Well and Why It MattersTwo areas stood
out as relatively strong: the legal-institutional
architecture and the country’s geological mapping. On
paper, Uganda now has a comprehensive set of laws
and regulations touching the mining sector:
constitutional provisions, a national mineral policy,
the 2022 Mining and Minerals Act, licensing
regulations, export/import rules, and as of 2025, fresh
regulations specifically for artisanal and small-scale
mining.Uganda has also moved quickly to domesticate
some regional instruments and global conventions
including the International Conference on the Great
Lakes Regions (ICGLR) Regional Certification
Mechanism and the Minamata Convention, as

Economic

additional layers of compliance. That legal density is
not trivial, said Dr. Nakanwagi. The assessment
scorers, however, labelled the robust legal and
institutional framework “very satisfactory” — a
necessary but not sufficient condition for impact.
Geodata is the other success story. The country has
invested in airborne geophysical surveys and stream-
sediment sampling. The assessment reports that about
80% of the country has now been mapped. Morris
Tabaaro, the Inspector of Mines at the Ministry of
Energy and Mineral Development, described the
result as “an X-ray” of Uganda, a baseline that can
attract investors, guide the national mining company,
and inform strategic planning. Yet Tabaaro also
warned that most data remain “raw”; interpretation is
costly, secure storage is limited, and public access is
inconsistent. Put differently, what Tabaaro meant is
that although the minerals data exists, more work is
required to turn it into actionable, democratised
information.Environment, Community Rights and
the Social ContractMining is also inherently disruptive
and often the environment pays immediate costs while
communities bear long-term consequences if
safeguards fail. Although Uganda has legal provisions
for environmental impact assessments, closure or
decommissioning plans, and waste management,
enforcement is  inconsistent. =~ Compensation
mechanisms are patchy, and the principle of free, prior
and informed consent is not yet fully operationalised.
Hajarah Nakiberu, the Senior Environmental Officer
in charge of Mining at the National Environment
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affordable alternatives.Kenneth Asiimwe, the CEO of
the Uganda Association of Artisanal and Small-Scale
Miners, said although the government has for decades
treated ASMs like criminals, that is changing; three
artisanal gold licences have been granted, ten more are
in process, and the 2025 ASM regulations signal
formal recognition.Asiimwe said because financial
institutions misunderstand mining cashflows and
refuse to lend, there is need for a Mining Bank, initially
a microfinance facility, that understands mineral
cashflows, can underwrite processing cycles, and offer
performance-tied lending. Access to finance, Asiimwe
said, could accelerate legalisation, improve
environmental practices, and expand tax compliance.
The Minerals Revenue Challengelf the government’s
priority is crystal-clear — use minerals revenues to
fund national ambitions — the assessment raises a
cautionary note: Uganda’s systems are not yet
optimised to capture or distribute those revenues
equitably. The fiscal regime scored 61%. The assessment
notes that although there are modern tax provisions
and regular amendments, critical gaps remain
including; weak beneficial-ownership disclosure, poor
revenue distribution mechanisms, no sovereign wealth
or stabilisation fund earmarked for mining, and
limited auditing capacity at sub-national levels. Dr.
Nakanwagi singled out distribution and the absence of
a sovereign wealth model as “doing badly”’Racheal
Bakazi Mbabazi, the Manager, Natural Resource
Management Unit in the Petroleum and Mining
Division-Domestic Taxes at Uganda Revenue
Authority (URA) said the national tax agency is

working to align tax laws with the 2022 Mining and
Minerals Act and to digitise tax administration for the
sector.The URA’s push to create traceability and chain-
of-custody systems, as well as digitise records
(especially for Bank of Ugandas domestic gold
purchase), is designed to plug leakage and ensure
minerals become taxable assets in practice, not just in
law. Large-scale miners are already on URA’ radar but
small-scale and artisanal operators — who collectively
employ hundreds of thousands — often slip through
fiscal nets.“We want to digitise the sector so that even
if I don't find the artisanal miner on the ground, I can
track the person who he or she sold the mineral to and
(he or she) is using the system,” said Mbabazi.Experts
in the mining sector say fiscal reform is about more
than taxes. It is political economy; ensuring royalties
and windfalls are captured, audited, and reinvested in
ways that support long-term national goals. The
workshop recommended measures like a windfall tax
on super-profits, robust beneficial-ownership
enforcement, and dedicated revenue reconciliation
systems that span central and local government.
Ugandas Vision and a Continents CompassThe
African Mining Vision (AMV), the African Union’s
2009 blueprint, urges member states to move beyond
raw mineral exports toward value addition, build local
linkages, transparent governance, and integration of
mining into broader industrial strategies.For Uganda,
aligning with the continental vision is not academic. It
could decide whether mineral wealth becomes the
backbone of the governments Vision 2040 — the
country’s long-term development plan — or just
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Uganda’s Minerals Boon

It is an open secret that Uganda sits on a geological
treasure map. From gold-rich belts in the country’s
northeastern province of Karamoja to deposits of
critical transition minerals now prized by global clean-
energy industries, the country’s subsoil could, in
theory, finance the ambitious development
programmes the government has set for itself.But as
was made plain at a recent consultative workshop held
on Sept. 4 in Kampala by the African Minerals
Development Centre (AMDC), an African Union
agency, having minerals is not the same as turning
them into broad-based, sustainable prosperity.Led by
Dr. Susan Nakanwagi (PhD), an energy and natural-
resources governance specialist, a multi-stakeholder
assessment mapped Uganda’s mining governance.
Their verdict put it bluntly: Uganda has many of the
right pieces but the challenge now is making them
work together so mining pays for the country’s
development rather than draining communities.The
experts benchmarked Uganda against the African
Mining Vision (AMV) and the African Minerals
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Moment?

Governance FrameworK’s six pillars: legal and
regulatory frameworks; geological data systems; fiscal
regimes and revenue management; linkages and
investment promotion; artisanal and small-scale
mining governance; and environmental and social
safeguards.They said Uganda appears to have solid
legal scaffolding and better geological data, but has
persistent weaknesses in revenue collection and
distribution, artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM),
environmental  regulations enforcement, and
institutional coordination.Artisanal Gold MiningThe
precarious status of artisanal and small-scale mining
(ASM) was the workshop’s starkest concern. Scoring
47%, the sector is an economic lifeline for thousands
of Ugandans, but it is also a source of environmental
harm, child-labour risk, and lost revenue. “We realised
that even though they are the biggest percentage of the
mining industry today in Uganda, they face the hardest
challenges,” Dr. Nakanwagi said. She said licensing

procedures are complex and costly; and mercury use
in gold processing remains widespread due to lack of
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Uganda

Reaps $2.2U Billion from Coffee Exports

The Ugandan Ministry of Agriculture, Animal
Industry, and Fisheries announced that Uganda
exported 7.93 million 60-kg bags of coffee in the 12
months ending August 2025, valued at $2.24 billion,
marking a 58.7% increase in value compared to the
previous year.Uganda made a strong statement at
Asia’s largest coffee gathering, the Specialty Coffee
Association of Japan (SCAJ) Conference and
Exhibition, positioning itself as one of the world’s
fastest-growing coffee exporters and a reliable
source of Arabica and Robusta beans.The country’s
coffee sector is experiencing historic performance.
Coffee has now become Uganda’s largest export, a
cornerstone of rural livelihoods, and the nation’s most
prominent global brand.At SCAJ 2025, held at Tokyo
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Big Sight and expected to attract over 75,000 visitors,
Uganda participates under the theme “Uganda - Pearl
of Africa” The pavilion, designed by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Animal Industry, and Fisheries (MAAIF)
in collaboration with the Uganda Embassy in Japan,
highlights Uganda’s unique coffee heritage, sustainable
practices, and premium flavors. Visitors engage in
guided tasting sessions, live brewing demonstrations,
and discussions on sustainability, aiming to connect
Japan’s coffee community with Ugandan farmers
and exporters.Speaking at the opening ceremony,
Tobias Kahwa, Uganda’s Ambassador to Japan, said:
“Japan values quality, traceability, sustainability, and
authenticity. Uganda delivers all four in abundance,
enabling long-term partnerships.”
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features like text-to-speech, sign-language videos,
and audio descriptions, addressing the needs of the
240 million children with disabilities worldwide who
often lack accessible resources. This inclusivity not
only improves outcomes but also fosters confidence,
allowing shy or neurodiverse students to thrive without
judgment.Efficiency and Automation: Freeing Time for
What Matters Al excels at automating mundane tasks,
alleviating burdens on both students and educators. For
teachers, Al handles grading, administrative workflows,
and resource planning, as seen in the UK’s Department
for Education’s Al system, developed with Capgemini,
which processes emails and correspondence swiftly.
This automation saves hours, enabling educators to
focus on student interaction rather than paperwork.
Students benefit from time-saving tools that enhance
research and writing. Al for example, generates idea,
outlines, and drafts in a user’s preferred style, helping
overcome writer’s block and improve skills. Grammarly
suggests revisions for clarity, allowing students two
prioritize analysis over basic edits. Schools can now
identify learning gaps through performance tracking,
providing targeted exercises to address weaknesses like
fractions, ensuring efficient mastery.Beyond efficiency,
Al offers instant support. Chatbots and virtual
assistants provide 24/7 feedback, answering questions
without the anxiety of classroom judgment. Al service
delivers immediate help in subjects like math, while
Google Classroom flags errors in assignments for just-
in-time corrections. In Mali, Kabakoo Academies’ Al
virtual mentor supports young learners in informal
economies, offering guidance and resources that have
led to a 44% income increase for graduates six months
post-program.Engagement and Accessibility: Making
Learning Fun and Inclusive Al injects excitement
into education through gamification and immersive
technologies. Minecraft: Education Edition uses Al to
teach STEM via interactive simulations, like building
sustainable cities, keeping students motivated. This
approach counters disengagement, a common issue
in traditional settings.Accessibility is another pillar.
Al breaks down barriers related to location, language,
and finances. Platforms like Coursera and Udemy
provide global access with multilingual subtitles and
flexible schedules, democratizing quality education.
In Brazil, the Letrus program targets literacy gaps,
offering real-time feedback and progress data that
has significantly improved writing exam scores in
low-income areas, particularly in Espirito Santo state.
Predictive analytics further enhances accessibility by
forecasting outcomes. Al categorizes students based
on performance and social factors, helping institutions
identify at-risk dropouts early and intervene. This
proactive strategy, combined with AIs role in

curriculum design—analyzing trends to refine national
programs—ensures education evolves with societal
needs.Future Implications: Promises and Precautions
The WEF report underscores Al's promise in building
essential skills like digital literacy, critical thinking,
and problem-solving, aligning with the Forum’s
Future of Jobs findings. By automating tasks, Al
allows teachers to emphasize human elements, while
personalized strategies prepare students for a dynamic
workforce.However, challenges loom. Rapid rollout
without governance risks exacerbating inequalities,
especially in regions with digital divides—2.7 billion
people remain unconnected, as noted by Deemah
Al Yahya of the Digital Cooperation Organization.
Ethical concerns, such as data privacy and bias in
algorithms, must be addressed. The WEF advocates
for collaborative guardrails to ensure AI's benefits are
equitable.In conclusion, AT’s integration into education
isn't just innovative; it’s essential for addressing global
crises and empowering the next generation. From
personalized paths in the UAE to inclusive tools
in Brazil, the evidence is compelling: Al can make
learning more effective, engaging, and accessible. As
Frigenti’s warning reminds us, the stakes are high—AI
offers a path forward, but only if wielded thoughtfully.
Educators, policymakers, and tech developers must
collaborate to unlock its full potential, ensuring no
student is left behind in the intelligent age.
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Revolutionizing Education:

How Al is Empowering Students

In an era where education faces unprecedented
challenges-from overcrowded classrooms to global
learning disparities-artificial intelligence (AI) is
emerging as a powerful ally. Recent reports and
initiatives highlight AIs potential to personalize
learning, bridge gaps, and enhance efficiency, offering
hope amid crises like the one described by Laura
Frigenti, CEO of the Global Partnership for Education.
She warned at the World Economic Forum (WEF)
that “about 220 million children are out of school,
with many more failing to acquire basic skills, labeling
it a “recipe for disaster” Yet, as detailed in he WEF’s
Shaping the Future of Learning: The Role of Al in
Education 4.0 report, Al isn't just a fix; it’s a catalyst for
systemic change. This analysis explores AI's key benefits
for students and education, drawing on real-world
examples and expert insights to assess its impact and
future implications.Personalized Learning: Tailoring
Education to Individual Needs At the heart of Al’s
educational revolution is personalization, moving away
from the rigid, one-size-fits-all model that has long
plagued traditional schooling. AI platforms analyze
student data-such as interaction times, test results,
and performance patterns-to create adaptive learning

paths. For instance, tools lie Duolingo adjust lesson
difficulty in real-time, ramping up focus on weak
areas like verb conjugations, making learning more
effective and enjoyable. This benefit extends to broader
applications. In the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
the Ministry of Education is launching an AI tutor
initiative later this year to boost critical thinking and
academic performance. By providing tailored lessons,
continuous assessments, and real-time feedback, the
program has already shown a 10% increase in learning
outcomes during pilots. Similarly, South Korea’s plan
to introduce Al-powered digital textbooks in primary
and secondary schools starting in 2024 2024 aims to
level the playing field, reducing reliance on expensive
private tutoring in a highly competitive system. As
Rwanda’s Minister of Education, Gaspard Twagirayezu,
noted at a WEF panel, “Al has the potential to assess
the ability of individual students and then bee able to
customize content for them to learn”For students with
special needs or neurodiversity, Al's personalization
is transformative. Platforms like Lexplore use eye-
tracking to detect reading difficulties in students with
dyslexia or ADHD, offering customized interventions.
UNICEF’s Al-enhanced digital textbooks incorporate
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In a bid
to increase
the volume
and value of
trade between
Uganda and
the Democratic
Republic of

Congo (DRC)’

Uganda & DRC

Hold Historic Business Forum and Expo
in ButemboButembo

The Uganda Embassy in Kinshasa, partnering with public and private
sector stakeholders from both countries, held a two-day Business
Connect Forum and Expo in Butembo, eastern DRC.The forum and
expo attracted over 50 business enterprises across various product
lines, with exhibitors from Uganda networking with the DRC business
community, particularly from Beni, Butembo, Kisangani, Goma,
and Bukavu.Key participants included Julien Paluku, DRC Minister
of External Trade; Evariste Somo Kakule, Governor of North Kivu
Province; and Sylvain Kanyamanda Mbusa, Mayor of Butembo. The
Ugandan delegation featured Gen. [incomplete in source, but high-
level representatives].The event builds on improved infrastructure,
such as the Mpondwe/Kasindi-Beni (80km), Beni-Butembo (54km),
and Bunagana-Rutshuru-Goma (89km) roads, which have enhanced
access for Ugandan products in eastern DRC. These projects are
expected to lower business costs and create significant opportunities
for both nations. According to Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS),
Uganda’s exports to DRC rose from $432.4 million in 2016/17 to
$981.5 million in 2024/25.The forum aims to foster greater bilateral
trade and investment, leveraging ongoing regional integration




Uganda-Somalia

Business Summit Set to Unlock Opportunities and Regional Cooperation

Uganda is set to host the 2nd Session of the Uganda-
Somalia Joint Permanent Commission (JPC), alongside
an Investment and Business Summit, from October
7-8,2025, at Mestil Hotel in Kampala. Under the theme
“Promoting Uganda-Somalia Partnership through
Investment, Trade and Tourism, and Harnessing
Opportunities in Both Countries,” the event will be
attended by Presidents Yoweri Kaguta Museveni and
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud.The announcement came
during a media launch at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs headquarters. The gathering will unite senior
government officials, business leaders, and private
sector representatives from both nations to assess
progress in bilateral cooperation and identify new
avenues for trade and investment.Prof. Sam Tulya
Muhika, Head of Mission at the Uganda Embassy
in Somalia, stated that the summit seeks to heighten
awareness among Uganda’s private sector about trade
and investment prospects with Somalia. He pointed
out that while Ugandans actively conduct business
in Somalia, reciprocal engagement remains limited.
Muhika underscored the deep-rooted ties between
the two countries, including the Somali community
in Uganda dating back to the 1920s. He traced the
evolution of relations from the establishment of a
permanent mission in 2014 to the 2016 framework
agreement, which enables ministries and agencies
to sign Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs)
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under JPC oversight.Muhika highlighted the need to
foster balanced investment flows, noting Uganda’s
existing portfolio in Somalia and the goal of mutual
opportunity promotion for equitable trade.Amb. Abdi
Latif Ali, Deputy Ambassador of Somalia to Uganda,
expressed appreciation for the second JPC session,
describing it as a testament to profound bilateral
relations. He acknowledged Uganda’s steadfast support
during Somalia’s challenging times and recalled
Somalia’s backing of Uganda’s stability in the 1970s. Ali
noted that the 2016 framework laid the groundwork
for the JPC, with its inaugural session in Kampala in
2022. New MoUs are slated for signing in education,
migration, and labor, alongside agreements in security,
health, and refugee matters.He emphasized how the
partnership bolsters bilateral ties, regional peace, and
East African Community (EAC) integration, with
shared brotherhood and respect poised to enhance
outcomes. Ali cited examples like exporting Ugandan
avocados to Somali markets at premium prices and
confirmed participation from Somalias Chamber of
Commerce.On behalf of the Permanent Secretary at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Amb. Richard Kabonero,
Head of Regional Economic Cooperation, commended
the missions’ efforts. He spotlighted Uganda’s export
growth: “In the last 15 years, Uganda has added 31 new
products to its export markets, and there is no better
market than our neighbours and the region.
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Embassy Promotes Tourism Opportunities at Paris Tourism Expo

The Uganda Embassy in Paris is
showcasing the country’s tourism
potential at the 47th International &
French Tourism Market Expo, held
at the Paris Expo Porte de Versailles.
Leading a delegation of major tour
operators from Uganda and France,
the embassy is highlighting Uganda’s
diverse attractions and investment
opportunitiesin the tourism and travel
sector.The IFTM Expo, a leading B2B
trade show for French and European
tourism, brings together thousands of
professionals from leisure, business

travel, MICE (Meetings, Incentives,
Conferences, and  Exhibitions),
group travel, and technology sectors.
It serves as a dynamic platform
for global innovators and industry
leaders to connect and explore new
opportunities.France is a key source
market for tourists, with a growing
number of French visitors to Uganda.
The embassy is spearheading efforts to
tap into this lucrative market to boost
tourist arrivals. Over the three-day
expo, Team Uganda will present the
country’s unique tourism offerings
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and promote investment prospects in
the industry. Through its Economic
and Commercial Diplomacy (ECD)
Program, the Uganda Embassy
in Paris is undertaking strategic
initiatives to enhance Uganda’s
visibility and appeal in France, Spain,
and Portugal—top European markets
for tourism. The embassy also
organizes regular familiarization trips
for tour operators and influencers
from these countries, providing
firsthand experiences of Uganda’s rich
offerings
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The Arab-African Group

Explores Investment Opportunities in Uganda with a Qatari Delegation

As part of the Arab-African Groups openness
to investment in Uganda, the groups CEO,
Mr. Yass Moussa Al-Zein, met with a Qatari
delegation led by His Highness Sheikh
Khaled bin Ahmed, Chairman of the Board of
Qatar Energy Bank. The two sides discussed
agricultural  investment opportunities in
Uganda, as well as potential investments in
the tea, coffee, stock exchange, and organic
fertilizer sectors.The Arab-African Group, at
its office in Kololo, provided a comprehensive
presentation introducing the group, its areas
of operation, and the significant opportunities
available in Uganda across various sectors.The
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CEO, Mr. Yass Moussa, welcomed the Qatari
delegation, expressing the group’s readiness to
cooperate with them and provide all necessary
support to achieve mutual interests and benefits.
Meanwhile, the Vice President of the Arab-
African Group, Mr. Mohammed Abdulrazek,
stated that the group is working with its
Qatari partners to present a comprehensive
vision for investments in Uganda and provide
detailed studies to strengthen their foothold
in the country.The Qatari delegation, which
arrived in Uganda yesterday, also met with
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni to
discuss investment opportunities in the energy,
industry, and mining sectors in the country.
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World Bank

Injects $2 Billion to Power Uganda's Next Phase of Development

Uganda is set to receive over $2 billion in new concessional financing from the World
Bank over the next three financial years — a significant boost expected to accelerate
the country’s development agenda across key sectors.Announcing the development,
Ramathan Ggoobi, the Permanent Secretary and Secretary to the Treasury, said the
financing follows the successful conclusion of the 2025 International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and World Bank Annual Meetings held in Washington D.C. He revealed that
Ugandass total investment portfolio with the Bank now stands at $4.9 billion. According
to Ggoobi, the new funds will support critical sectors such as road and bridge
construction, electricity transmission and last-mile distribution, urban infrastructure,
education, information technology, agriculture, water and irrigation, export guarantee
schemes, skills training, and social protection programs.

“The Bank is now focused more on unlocking the power of the private sector to create
jobs,” Ggoobi said, noting that the World Bank under President Ajay Banga has shifted
its approach from purely funding projects to empowering private sector-led growth and
innovation.The International Finance Corporation (IFC) — the private sector arm of
the World Bank Group — will complement these efforts by providing long-term capital
to investors in minerals, renewable energy, agro-industrialization, and innovation, as
well as through public-private partnerships (PPPs) in selected state-owned enterprises.
Header advertisement Ggoobi also confirmed ongoing discussions with the IMF for a
new Extended Credit Facility (ECF) program, expected to commence after the national
elections. The proposed program will prioritize domestic revenue mobilization, budget
discipline, and financial sector strengthening to support sustainable economic growth.
He added that both the World Bank and IMF have commended Uganda’s economic
resilience and macroeconomic management. The IMF continues to rank Uganda
among Africa’s fastest-growing economies, citing prudent fiscal policies and private
sector adaptability as key strengths.

“The World Bank has committed to supporting our tenfold growth strategy through
investment in technology and its enablers,” Ggoobi said, reaffirming government’s
commitment to maintaining stability while building a richer and more prosperous
Uganda.
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The Arabic economic is a periodical issued by the Uganda in Arabic foundation, which represents the Arabic eye in

Uganda. It forces on opportunities in the fields of tourism, business, and the lasted economic development.

The monthly Arabic Economic Magazines aims to monitor investment and education opportunities besides life in

Uganda for the Arab community in general and the Sudanese in a ore specified way.
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